English A
Barbara Jordan: A Trailblazing Leader

Growing Up

Barbara Jordan was an amazing leader in America. She was born on February 21, 1936, in
Houston, Texas. Barbara Jordan was the youngest of three children. When Barbara was a little
girl, she enjoyed school and worked hard. Barbara loved to read and learn. She was curious
about the world around her.

Barbara Jordan faced many challenges when she went to school. Segregation and
discrimination were common. This meant that people were treated unfairly based on the color
of their skin. She faced discrimination daily. She worked hard to achieve her dreams and became
a fantastic speaker and scholar. She attended Phyllis Wheatley High School in Houston, Texas.
She went to college at Texas Southern University.

Influence in Texas

Barbara Jordan became a lawyer. She was the first African American woman to serve in the
Texas State Legislature. While she was a Texas state senator, she worked to pass a state
minimum wage law that included farm workers. Before the law was passed, farm workers were
not guaranteed a minimum wage. They were very underpaid for the work they did. The
minimum wage law fixed that. Jordan’s work on the law meant that more workers in Texas could
earn a decent income.
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Influence Across the Nation

Barbara Jordan was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1972. This was a very
important achievement. During a speech she said, “There is something different about tonight.
There is something special about tonight. What is different? What is special? |, Barbara Jordan,
am the keynote speaker.” Her election to the U.S. House of Representatives was, indeed, a
remarkable milestone. She was the first African American woman from a Southern state to hold
this position.

Barbara Jordan was an amazing speaker. She used her powerful voice to stand up for what she
believed in. She worked hard to improve the lives of all Americans. She fought for equal rights
and opportunities. She worked on laws that promoted women’s rights. One law made sure
women could own their own property. Another law made sure women could get their own credit
card.

In 1994, Barbara Jordan was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. This is the highest
honor that a person in the United States can be awarded. Barbara's story reminds us that no
matter the challenges we face, we can overcome them with hard work, determination, and the
belief that we can make the world a better place.
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English A
Barbara Jordan: A Trailblazing Leader

Growing Up

Barbara Jordan was an amazing leader and role model in American history. She was born on
February 21, 1936, in Houston, Texas. Barbara Jordan was the youngest of three children in her
family. Even as a little girl, she enjoyed school and worked hard. Barbara loved to read and
learn, always curious about the world around her.

Barbara Jordan faced many challenges as she pursued her education. Segregation and
discrimination were common. This meant that people were treated unfairly based on the color
of their skin. Even though she faced discrimination daily, she worked hard to achieve her dreams
and became a fantastic speaker and scholar. She attended Phyllis Wheatley High School in
Houston, Texas and later graduated from Texas Southern University.

Influence in Texas

She became a lawyer and became the first African American woman to serve in the Texas State
Legislature. While serving as a Texas state senator, she worked to pass a state minimum wage
law that included farm workers. Before the law was passed, farm workers were not guaranteed a
minimum wage. They were very underpaid for the work they did. The minimum wage law fixed
that. Jordan’s work on the law ensured that more workers in Texas were entitled to a decent
Income.

Influence Across the Nation

One of Barbara Jordan's most significant achievements was being elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives in 1972. During one speech she said, “There is something different about
tonight. There is something special about tonight. What is different? What is special? |, Barbara
Jordan, am the keynote speaker.” Her election to the U.S. House of Representatives was, indeed,
a remarkable milestone, making her the first African American woman from a Southern state to
hold this position.

Barbara Jordan was an amazing speaker and used her powerful voice to stand up for what she
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believed in. She worked hard to improve the lives of all Americans, fighting for equal rights and
opportunities. She worked on laws that promoted women’s rights to own their own property and
allowed them to get their own credit card.

In 1994, she was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom. This is the highest honor that a

person in the United States can be awarded. Barbara's story reminds us that no matter the

challenges we face, we can overcome them with hard work, determination, and the belief that we
can make the world a better place.
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Barbara Jordan: una lider pionera

Primeros anos

Barbara Jordan fue una lider increible en la historia de Estados Unidos. Naci6 el 21 de febrero

de 1936 en Houston, Texas. Barbara Jordan era la menor de tres hermanos. Cuando Barbara era
nifia, disfrutaba de la escuela y trabajaba duro. A Barbara le encantaba leer y aprender. Tenia
curiosidad por el mundo que la rodeaba.

Barbara Jordan enfrentdé muchos desafios cuando iba a la escuela. La segregacion y la
discriminacion eran comunes. Esto significaba que las personas eran tratadas injustamente por
el color de su piel. Se enfrentaba a la discriminacion a diario. Trabaj6 duro para lograr sus
suefos y se convirtid en una oradora y académica fenomenal. Asisti6 a la escuela secundaria
Phyllis Wheatley en Houston, Texas. Fue a la universidad Texas Southern University.

Influencia en Texas

Barbara Jordan se convirtié en abogada. Fue la primera mujer afroestadounidense en servir en
la Legislatura del Estado de Texas. Mientras era senadora del estado de Texas, trabajo para
aprobar una ley estatal de salario minimo que incluyera a los trabajadores agricolas. Antes de
que se aprobara la ley, no se les garantizaba un salario minimo. Les pagaban muy mal por el
trabajo que hacian. La ley de salario minimo soluciono eso. El trabajo de Jordan en la ley
asegurd que mas trabajadores en Texas pudieran ganar un ingreso digno.
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Influencia en todo el pais

Barbara Jordan fue elegida miembro de la Camara de Representantes de Estados Unidos en
1972. Este fue un logro muy importante. Durante un discurso, dijo: “Esta noche hay algo
diferente. Hay algo especial en esta noche. ¢ Qué es diferente? ; Qué es especial? Yo, Barbara
Jordan, soy la oradora principal”. Su eleccién a la Camara de Representantes de Estados Unidos
fue, de hecho, un hito notable. Fue la primera mujer afroestadounidense de un estado surefio

en ocupar este cargo.

Barbara Jordan fue una oradora increible. Usé su poderosa voz para defender lo que creia.
Trabajo duro para mejorar las vidas de todos los estadounidenses. Lucho por la igualdad y
oportunidades. Trabajo en leyes que promovian los derechos de las mujeres a obtener
propiedad y tarjetas de crédito propias.

En 1994, Barbara Jordan recibio la Medalla Presidencial de la Libertad. Este es el honor mas alto
que se le puede conceder a una persona en los Estados Unidos. La historia de Barbara nos
recuerda que no importa los desafios que enfrentemos, podemos superarlos con trabajo duro,
determinacion, y la creencia de que podemos hacer del mundo un lugar mejor.
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Barbara Jordan: una lider pionera

Primeros ainos

Barbara Jordan fue una lider increible y un modelo en la historia de Estados Unidos. Nacio el 21 de
febrero de 1936 en Houston, Texas. Barbara Jordan era la menor de tres hijos de su familia.
Incluso cuando era nifia, disfrutaba de la escuela y trabajaba duro. A Barbara le encantaba leer y
aprender, siempre tenia curiosidad por el mundo que la rodeaba.

Barbara Jordan enfrenté muchos desafios mientras continuaba su educacion. La segregacién y la
discriminacion eran comunes. Esto significaba que las personas eran tratadas injustamente por el
color de su piel. Aunque enfrenté discriminacion a diario, trabajé duro para lograr sus suefnos y se
convirtié en una oradora y académica fenomenal. Asistié a la escuela secundaria Phyllis Wheatley
en Houston, Texas y luego se gradud de la universidad Texas Southern University.

Influencia en Texas

Se convirtié en abogada y en la primera mujer afroestadounidense en servir en la Legislatura del
Estado de Texas. Mientras se desempenaba como senadora estatal de Texas, trabajo para
aprobar una ley estatal de salario minimo que incluyera a los trabajadores agricolas. Antes de que
se aprobara la ley no se les garantizaba un salario minimo. Les pagaban muy mal por el trabajo
que hacian. La ley de salario minimo solucioné eso. El trabajo de Jordan en la ley asegurd que
mas trabajadores en Texas tuvieran derecho a un ingreso digno.
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Influencia en todo el pais

Uno de los logros mas importantes de Barbara Jordan fue su eleccion a la Camara de
Representantes de Estados Unidos en 1972. Durante un discurso, dijo: “Esta noche hay algo
diferente. Hay algo especial en esta noche. ¢ Qué es diferente? ;Qué es especial? Yo, Barbara
Jordan, soy la oradora principal”. Su eleccién a la Camara de Representantes de Estados Unidos
fue, de hecho, un hito notable, ya que la convirtié en la primera mujer afroestadounidense de un
estado surefio en ocupar este cargo.

Barbara Jordan fue una oradora increible y us6 su poderosa voz para defender lo que creia.
Trabajo duro para mejorar las vidas de todos los estadounidenses, luchando por la igualdad y
oportunidades. Trabajo en leyes que promovian los derechos de las mujeres a obtener propiedad
y tarjetas de crédito propias.

En 1994 recibi6 la Medalla Presidencial de la Libertad. Este es el honor mas alto que se le puede
conceder a una persona en los Estados Unidos. La historia de Barbara nos recuerda que no
importa los desafios que enfrentemos, podemos superarlos con trabajo duro, determinacién, y la
creencia de que podemos hacer del mundo un lugar mejor.
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